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This special issue of the Brazilian Journal of Oceanography (BJO) publishes 
contributions from the 2nd Meeting of the IGCP526 Project (Risks, Resources, 
Record of the Past on the Continental Shelves, which was held in Natal, Brazil, in 
November 2008. 
IGCP526 is a five-year project (2007-2011) funded by UNESCO. Its main 
objective is to facilitate international collaboration amongst scientists studying 
continental shelf-related topics, particularly those focusing on the Risks 
(neotectonics, tsunamis and other high-energy events), Resources (living and non-
living), and Record of the Past (emphasizing changes in the carbon cycle and 
paleoanthropological studies). 
The six contributions published in this issue confirm the diversity of topics 
inherent in the IGCP526 Project as well as its global coverage. They also attest to the 
richness of methodological approaches and techniques used in continental shelf 
studies. 
Finally, we wish to thank Professor Dr. Ana Maria Setubal Pires-Vanin, 
Editor-in-Chief of BJO, for accepting the contributions from this Project, to the 
editorial staff of BJO, for their help, and for the anonymous reviewers, that 
contributed significantly to the quality of the contributions. 
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